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" SDear Ma. Smloski, =^ o

As a provider, I have been waiting for 10 years for a change in the Pennsylvania Drug and Alcohol
conffdentfaHfy regulations. The current regulations are just primitive and assume the residents of this state
are incapable of making decisions for themselves, that we are paid solely by grant funding streams that
don't require information to make decisions around "medical necessity" and lastly mat ignore me need for
different parts of the human services system to be able to easily communicate and coordinate services.

The changes .to the Drug and Alcohol Confidentiality regulations, while they don't solve all of the
problems, make a very large step forward in bringing Drug and Alcohol confidentiality into the 21* oentury
and stop treating the people we serve in a paternalistic anti-recovery manner. Currently we are not able to
share information with a signed release of information form to assist the people we serve in obtaining
disability benefits from social security. This is ridiculous. The ability to share relevant information with
the court system mat win assist the people we serve in their recovery is essential. Our being able
communicate someone'* hvel of functioning as part of a managed care entity determination of someone':
"medical necessiry" in order to decide what level of care the person require is of critical importance.

While I wish the revisions would have gone ftatherm determining how information can be shared between
treatment providers, more consistent with the Federal HIPAA and Substance Abuse regulations, the
changes that have been mode to Pennsylvania's regulations are a real step forward. I hope the Department
listens to this feedback and not to a well organized minority who tends to be opposed to any change, no
matter how slight

Sincerely yours,

Stephen Christian-Michaels
Chief Operating Officer

FamJy Servian of We*t*m Pennwlvanl*, • Unitad W*y «genoy, I* icsrtdlttd by ft* CWrteS on Aconrftoban of
Service* tor PimlllM and Chllbrwi, Inc. FsmJy $*rvtc*( or W»tt«m Ponneylvcnta Is s nom-pm* cxgtnlHttbn Atdartd te^acampt by
ths fedora! povnnmefit (under »»etion S01 Q i of <ha IRS code) and tn» Commoiwtaih of Pa, A copy of our pffdtl regl*ntlen may
b* eManed ton (he Pennsytvinlt Departmttt rf State by calling toll tree from within Penneytvanb S0Q-732-QftH. ReglmKcm doe*

nM Imply •ndoramant All donjon* to Family Strvicet of WMtam PennaylvaniB arc tax deductible to the full txtwit of ths law.
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If you do not receive the designated number of pages, or if you experience any problem with the transmission of
this document, please call the designated staff member at (412) 820-2050. Thank you.
This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any distribution of this communication Is strictly
prohibited, if you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and
return the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. Thank you for your
consideration and cooperation.
Family Services of Western Pennsylvania, a United Way Agency, k accredited by the Council on Accreditation of Services for Families and Children, Inc.


